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Process

April 1 BAR public hearing – Phase 1 only

April 7 Planning Commission public hearing – Phase 1 only

April 27 City Council CIP Hearing – Phase 1 only

May SAG Meeting: review/refinement of program

Summer SAG Virtual review/refinement of program

Sept. SAG Final review of Citywide program

Sept-Oct Final public review and hearings – Citywide program

Nov. If Phase 1 funded, could be ready for installation

Stakeholder Advisory Group Schedule

TODAY’S MEETING (March 25, 2009)
• Update on Process
• Final Review Phase 1 Signs
• Review of new designs
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• Phased implementation to accommodate budget 
constraints and economic development objectives

• Phase 1 (proposed in the CIP) to focus on parking and 
pedestrian signs in Old Town (approx. $250k), signs 
that most directly impact economic development

• Remainder of the sign system citywide will be 
implemented in strategic phasing as funding is 
available.

Implementation - PhasingProcess
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Review of complete sign family lineup (highlighting signs 
proposed for Phase 1 Sign Overview

Parking 
directionals

Ped. pointers & mini kiosksLarge & wall mounted 
kiosks
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The Project

Why does Alexandria need a wayfinding system ?

Purpose

• Clarity 
• Continuity
• Elimination of clutter
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Process
Sign types proposed for inclusion in a Phase 1 implementation 
with a focus on Old Town Pedestrian & Parking signs:
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Replaced one for one. 

Replaced one for one. 

Replaced one for one. 

Replaced one for one. 

New sign type.

These replace the function of the blue/white orientation signs 
and the Shops/More Shops signs.  

New sign type.

New sign type. Mounted on garage exterior wall.
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Public Parking: DirectionalsVehicular

Colors: under development. Sasaki 
recommends that each Old Town 
parking zone be assigned a color 
for easy identification.  Parking 
directional signs would reflect each 
zone’s corresponding color.
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Public Parking: IdentificationVehicular

Colors: under development. Sasaki 
recommends that parking lot identification 
signs feature the same color used for the Old 
Town district header (still under review).  The 
parking zone would then be featured in a 
colored bar corresponding to the zone’s 
assigned color for easy identification.

Size: under review to determine if 
these can be reduced. 

Illumination: Sasaki recommends 
lighting of some kind, either internal 
or external.  
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Pedestrian "Pointer" DirectionalsPedestrian
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Located at confusing points of entry (King St. Metro, Water Taxi dock, etc) 
where it is helpful to "lead by the nose"

Pedestrian "Pointer" DirectionalsPedestrian
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Detail Conceptual Sketches – 3D study

Visitor Information KioskPedestrian
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Pedestrian Wall Mounted Kiosk



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

13

"Mini Kiosk"Pedestrian
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Mini-Kiosk

OPTION A List businesses by name
Located 2 per intersection

OPTION B List business categories
Located 2 per intersection

OPTION C Generic amenities listed (not businesses)
Businesses listed on A-frames
Mini-kiosks located every few blocks, 
related to location of historic attractions

The following series of slides will illustrate how each 
option would look based using Royal Streets as an 
example.

Programming Options

Content Studies
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Mini-Kiosk Content Studies – OPTION A

Option A

- Lists businesses 
by name

- Mini-kiosks are 
located at every 
intersection 
(opposite corners)
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Mini-Kiosk Content Studies – OPTION A

Royal Street
( High content 
example)

Option A
(businesses by 
name)
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Mini-Kiosk Content Studies – OPTION B

Option B

- Lists businesses 
by category

- Mini-kiosks are 
located at every 
intersection 
(opposite corners)
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Mini-Kiosk Content Studies – OPTION B

Royal Street
( High content 
example)

Option B
(businesses by 
category)
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Mini-Kiosk Content Studies – OPTION C

Royal Street
( High content 
example)

Option C
(business by icon 
only)
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Current A-frame pilot program extended to NovemberPoint of reference
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Mini-Kiosk Content Studies – OPTION C – A-frame supplement

Option C

- Businesses are 
listed on separate 
A-frame sign

- Mini-Kiosks are 
located at wider 
intervals based on 
destinations
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Mini-Kiosk Content Studies – OPTION C

Option C -- Proposed location of Mini-kiosks showing concentration of visitor destinations



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

23

Signs that will be implemented citywide in later phases as 
funding becomes available

– Vehicular Directionals
– Destination ID Signs (Civic, Park, Historic Attraction)
– Heritage-Interpretive
– Bicycle trails
– City Gateways and District Gateways
– Neighborhood signs

ImplementationProcess
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City Gateway – Previous concept studyGateways

Photo Montage - Metal Base

Photo Montage - Stone 
Base

Previously proposed seal design 
for gateways
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Gateways:

Ship Emblem 
Study

Shown to BAR in 
February
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Concept exploration since February 18 work sessionGateway Studies

Shown to BAR in 
March
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Concept exploration since February 18 work sessionGateway Studies
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Concept exploration since February 18 work sessionGateway Studies
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Bike Trail Signs Full line-up
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Bike Trail Signs Detail
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District Headers
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District Headers
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District Gateways
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Size reduction studyVehicular

Sasaki has reviewed the 
originally proposed size of 
the vehicular directional 
signs on King Street and 
made adjustments that 
will not reduce the visual 
clarity of the messages 
but will reduce the size of 
the overall sign on the 
street. The reduction in 
size works out to about 
80% of the prior size with 
no decrease in actual 
message height.   

BEFORE SIZE REVIEW and 
REDUCTION

AFTER: 80% of the prior size, 
no reduction in text height
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Size reduction study Vehicular

(40% smaller 
than A)

A

B
C

Text height is 
3.5” instead 
of 4” standard 
used on most 
city streets

Same text 
height, but 
overall sign 
size reduced

(20% smaller 
than A)
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•Sasaki will develop a basic framework and standards for size, 
location, text height, and materials to be consistent with the 
citywide wayfinding program, while still allowing individual 
neighborhoods to incorporate unique character within 
guidelines
•Individual signs reviewed by the City for approval
•Issues

• neighborhood boundaries
• administration

Neighborhood Identification Signs

Comparable examples from Arlington County

5. Neighborhoods
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NPS

• NPS has and will continue to have the opportunity to review 
proposed designs -- specifically those proposed for and visible 
from Washington Street

• Currently, NPS objects to:
• Gateway designs as currently proposed.  NPS prefers 
more traditional Park Service stone (or brick) wall with 
City name
• Scale of vehicular signs on Washington St.
• Overall quantity of signs will detract from historic 
buildings.

National Park Service Review and Input
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Process

April 1 BAR public hearing – Phase 1 only

April 7 Planning Commission public hearing – Phase 1 only

April 27 City Council CIP Hearing – Phase 1 only

Late May SAG Meeting: review/refinement of program

Summer SAG Virtual review/refinement of program

Early Sept. SAG Final review of Citywide program

Sept-Oct Final public review and hearings (Citywide program)

Nov. If Phase 1 funded, could be ready for installation

Next Steps Re-cap


