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Alexandria Commission for the Arts 

Regular Monthly Meeting  
Meeting Information 
 

Objective: To address Arts Commission business.  

Date: O9-23-2015*  Time: Begin: 7:07 pm  End: 10:00 pm 

Location: Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 

Street, Alexandria, VA 

Meeting Type: *Rescheduled Regular Monthly Meeting due 

to Jewish High Holidays and Travel 

Schedules  

Called by: Matthew Stensrud, Chair Note Taker: Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program 

Director, Office of the Arts 

Facilitator: Matthew Stensrud Timekeeper: Matthew Stensrud 

Attendees: Beth Coast, Pamela Corsini, Gayle Converse, Michael Detomo, Shirley Downs, Kate Elkins, Susan 

(Amber) Gordon, Allison Heck, Betsy Hennigan, Michelle Kozlak, and Patricia Shaffer  

Absent: Susan Cohen, Allison Nance and David Martin.  Although these members were absent, they were all 

considered as “excused” because the meeting date was changed. One Vacant Position: High School 

Student Slot 

Vacancy(s): One, High School Student Position 

Observers: Michelle Eddings and Joshuah Krous, UMUC Media Students 

City Staff: Diane Ruggiero, Deputy, Cultural Arts, RPCA 

Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program Director, RPCA  

Matthew Harwood, Public Art Manager, RPCA  
 

Agenda items       Presenter 
1. Call to Order: Matthew Stensrud 

2. Public Comment: Two UMUC students 

3. Approval of Minutes: 

a. August 18, 2015 

Matthew Stensrud 

4. Chair’s Report: 

a. Beijing, Delegation 

b. Executive Committee Meeting with James Spengler 

c. Streamlining and Process Goals 

Matthew Stensrud and Amber Gordon 

5.  Special Guest:  Patricia Washington, Alexandria Arts Forum and Visit 

Alexandria 

Matthew Stensrud and Patricia 

Washington 

6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports: 

a. Arts Education Committee 

b. Communications and Outreach Committee 

i. Discussion of Committee Goals 

ii. Motion to Rename Committee 

iii. Discussion of Future Annual Reports 

c. Arts Forum Liaison 

d. Waterfront Commission Liaison 

i. Motion to Approve Robinson Terminal South Letter 

e. 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan Task Force 

i. Presentation of Proposed Work Plan, Public Hearing and 

Discussion 

ii. Motion to Approve 2016-2018 Work Plan 

iii. Motion to Send Work Plan to Council 

 

Kate Elkins 

Gayle Converse 

 

 

 

Michelle Kozlak 

Shirley Downs  

 

 

Allison Heck, Matthew Stensrud and 

Diane Ruggiero 

7. Torpedo Factory Art Center Project: 

a. Presentation by Eric Wallner, Torpedo Factory Art Center CEO 

Eric Wallner and Diane Ruggiero 
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and Diane Ruggiero 

b. Discussion 

8. Art on the Avenue: 

a. Discussion of 2015 Commission involvement 

i. Button-making Activity 

ii. Drum Circle 

iii. Mobile Art Lab 

b. Discussion of 2016 Commission involvement 

Matthew Stensrud and Amber Gordon 

9.  Cultural Plan: 

a. Presentation of Suggested Steering Committee Appointees 

b. Motion to Appoint Steering Committee 

Matthew Stensrud and  

Diane Ruggiero 

10 Time and Place Task Force: 

a. Motion to Appoint Commissioners 

Matthew Stensrud and  

Diane Ruggiero 

11. 2015-2016 Commission for the Arts Goals: 

a. Discussion 

Matthew Stensrud and Amber Gordon 

12. Office of the Arts Staff Report: Diane Ruggiero 

13.  Good of the Order – Announcements: Matthew Stensrud and Members of Arts 

Commission 

14.  Adjournment:  

 

Discussion Summary 
1. Matthew Stensrud welcomed members back from the Summer break.  He said he was not at the August meeting 

because of his nuptials along with the“pre” and “post” events.   

2. Michelle Eddings and Joshuah Krous, UMUC Media Students were introduced. Ms. Eddings and Mr. Krous said 

their UMUC Media class required them to observe a board or commission meeting and to write a newsworthy article 

from outcomes of the meeting.  This article will not be published. Mr. Stensrud requested a copy of the article.  

Student said they would send to him.  

3. Approval of Minutes:  August 18, 2015 Minutes were approved (MOTION #1) 

4. Chair’s Report:  The report was sent to members prior to the meeting.  (ATTACHMENT #1).   

a. Beijing, Delegation – Amber Gordon represented the Arts Commission at a September 16 meeting with a 

Beijing, China delegation (ATTACHMENT #2).  The Alexandria Economic Development Partnership and Visit 

Alexandria were hosts for the meeting.  Ms. Gordon’s presentation focused on her commitment and love for the 

City, and her volunteer efforts as a member of the Arts Commission.  

b. Executive Committee Meeting with James Spengler – Mr. Stensrud reported that members of the Executive 

Committee met with James Spengler, Director of the Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural 

Activities.  Discussion highlights from the meeting included: exploring ways for the Arts Commission and 

Department staff can work closely together along with clarifying the roles of each; developing an Arts 

Commission calendar; creating of an application process for the placement of Task Force members; posting of 

Arts Commission regular and Committee meeting agendas, minutes and attachments  to the Office of the Arts’ 

website; and, when necessary sending in letters in support of the Department’s and the Office of the Arts’ 

programs and services.   Mr. Stensrud mentioned he will be scheduling one-on-one meetings with members of 

the Arts Commission to gain a better understanding of member’s interests. (ACTION ITEM #1) 

c. Streamlining and Process Goals – Mr. Stensrud stated, there were several outcomes from the meeting with Mr. 

Spengler which were listed in item b.  (ACTION ITEM #2) 

d. Mr. Stensrud informed the members that he needed them to assist with finding meeting space for the Arts 

Commission meeting.  Amber Gordon is working with the Del Ray Artisans to secure the Colasanto Center for 

the October – December meetings. (ACTION ITEM #3) 

5.  Special Guest: Patricia Washington, Alexandria Arts Forum and Visit Alexandria mentioned that the Alexandria 

Arts Forum wants to collaborate with the Alexandria Commission for the Arts by hosting a reception on October 15, 

in celebration of National Arts and Humanities Month (NAHM).  The Arts Forum wants the Mayor to present the 

annual proclamation for NAHM.  The Arts Forum’s initial thought for the reception was that it would be held 
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between 12 noon and 1:30 pm.  Discussion items for the proclamation: 

 Summarize the impact the arts grants in the community, i.e. amount of money given as grants, number of groups 

and people served.  

 Highlight the new public art implementation plan which has recently been approved, specifically, number of 

developers who have contributed either cash or who have installed of public art pieces in their developments. 

 Showcase the partnership with the Alexandria Transit Company for the “DASHing Words in Motion,” project.  

 Proclamations such as this one might help educate the decision-makers about the importance and impact of the 

arts. 

Past two years of arts related proclamations were distributed (ATTACHMENT #3). General consensus that the Arts 

Commission should collaborate with the Arts Forum for this reception.  The member stated their concern about 

hosting the reception during the day, and requested consideration to be in the evening.  Next steps were articulated 

(ACTION ITEM #4). 

6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports: 

a. Arts Education Committee – Kate Elkins reported on the following items: 

 Committee met in September. 

 More Committee members are needed.  If you have suggestions, send them to Ms. Elkins. 

 Alexandria City Public Schools hired a new Fine Arts Specialist – Andrew Watson.  Mr. Watson will be 

invited to participate on the Committee.  

 Americans for the Arts is requesting signatures for a petition in support of the Arts Education Policy and 

Funding for Arts Education. These bills will be going to both the House and Senate.  Ms. Elkins shared that 

Arts Commission should support these legislative items and articulated what the next steps will be for the 

Commission (ACTION ITEM #5). 

b. Communications and Outreach Committee – Gayle Converse reported the following items: 

 The Committee met just before the Arts Commission meeting (ATTACHMENT #4). 

 The Committee wished to change the focus for the Committee, to be more advocacy and outreach, rather 

than Communications. 

 The Committee wants to facilitate better communications between the Office of the Arts, the Arts Forum and 

the Arts Commission. 

 The Committee needs more photographs and stories to articulate the impact the arts have had in the 

community. 

i. Discussion of Committee Goals - Discussion about the name change occurred. 

ii. Motion to Rename Committee - Ms. Converse provided a motion to rename the Committee (MOTION #2).   

iii. Discussion of Future Annual Reports – The Advocacy and Outreach Committee with work with the 

Executive Committee to develop a calendar for compiling and writing of the Arts Commission Annual 

Reports (ACTION ITEM #6). 

c. Arts Forum Liaison – Michelle Kozlak distributed the Alexandria Arts Forum Priorities and Program Plan 

September 2015 – June 2016 (ATTACHMENT #5).   Ms. Kozlak reported that several Arts Forum members 

who use the Durant Arts Center for rehearsals are concerned about the financial impacts on their arts 

organizations.  These organizations have not been charged in the past, and are now charged 20%, of the rental 

fees charged to other renters.  If charges go up, it will be difficult for arts organizations to pay the rental fees.   

Mr. Stensrud reported that he met with Ms. Patricia Washington, Chair, Alexandria Arts Forum and they want to 

further explore cost recovery advocacy options.  Diane Ruggiero shared that over the past two years, all other 

recreation centers have been charging 100% of rental fees.  The Durant Arts Center is only charging 20%.  She 

stated there will be financial impacts to the Office of the Arts budget, if the rental revenues were not in place.  

Mr. Stensrud said the Arts Commission did vote in support of the Office of the Arts’ Fiscal Year 2016 budget, 

specifically as it relates to cost recovery.  He mentioned there will be further conversations with the Arts Forum, 

the Arts Commission and the Office of the Arts as the Fiscal Year 2017 budget is prepared. (ACTION ITEM 

#7). 
d. Waterfront Commission Liaison – Shirley Downs distributed her report (ATTACHMENT # 6).   Ms. Downs 

reported that a developer contribution of $78,000 is secured for Robinson Terminal North.  She worked with Mr. 

Stensrud and Ms. Ruggiero to compose a letter acknowledging the contribution.  This letter will go to the 

Planning Commission along with Mark Jinks, City Manager; Emily Baker, Deputy City Manager; James 



4 

 

Spengler, Director, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities; Karl Moritz, Director, Planning and Zoning; and 

Ms. Ruggiero (ATTACHMENT #7).   Ms. Downs reported that Robinson Terminal South plan will go to the 

Planning Commission on October 8, 7 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall.  She further reported that there 

will be a special Waterfront Commission meeting to discuss the Robinson Terminal South Historic Interpretation 

on September 24, 5 pm, City Hall.   

i. Motion to Approve Robinson Terminal South Letter – Ms. Downs made motion (MOTION #3) 

Next steps, Office of the Arts to make revisions as requested and send letter to Matthew Stensrud for signature and 

sending to above noted individuals (ACTION # 8). 

e. 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan Task Force –  

i. Allison Heck gave a PowerPoint presentation which outlined the work of the Annual Work Plan Task Force 

(ATTACHMENT #8).   

8:20 pm, Mr. Stensrud closed the regular meeting and opened up the public hearing portion of the meeting.  

He asked if there were any questions about the 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan.  Several Commissioners 

complimented the Traffic Box Task Force for the great articles that have been received.  No further public 

comments were received.  A motion was made to close the public hearing (MOTION #4).  

8:30 pm the public hearing was closed and the regular monthly resumed.  The Office of the Arts Staff Memo 

for the 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan Task Force along with a one page hand-out was distributed which 

highlighted some of the projects outlined in the Annual Work Plan for 2016-2018 (ATTACHMENT #9).  

Further discussion items of projects outlined in Work Plan include: Time & Place; Old Town North Small 

Area Plan; Lake Cook; Warwick Pool; Trails & Paths; Traffic Box Wraps; Fitzgerald Square; and the Rapid 

Transit Corridor C or Patrick Henry.   

Questions posed: “Why were public art project taken off the Annual Work Plan?”  Ms. Ruggiero reported 

that the Annual Work Plan Task Force chose not move forward the “Manhole covers” as there was concern 

about artists’ interest and sustainability for the project.  For the Eisenhower West Small Area plan, there was 

a change in the plan.  The Oronoco Bay Stairs and Observation Deck project there was a change due to 

projects on the waterfront, so this project was switched out for the Lake Cook project.  The Beach Park 

Amphitheater project it was found that the community did not want the amphitheater project.   

ii. Motion made to approve the 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan (MOTION #5). 

iii. Motion to Send Work Plan to City Council (MOTION #6).  It is anticipated the Work Plan will go to City 

Council in either late October or in November.  

7. Torpedo Factory Arts Center Project: 

a. Presentation by Eric Wallner, Torpedo Factory CEO and Diane Ruggiero.  Mr. Wallner presorted that the 

Torpedo Factory put out an open call for the creation of images for the Union Street entrance doors and the 

garage doors (ATTACHMENT #10).  Fourteen submissions were received.   Two finalists were selected.  The 

total cost for project is $6,000.  Crowdsourcing fundraising will be used to raise needed funds for the project.  

Community members will be able to vote online, along with make a contribution for the project.   

b. Discussion – Commissioners recommend that there should be general donation for project, rather than tying the 

donation to the vote.   Comments made relating to painting on images vs using vinyl wraps. Currently the 

Factory is testing vinyl, paint, and paint/vinyl strip applications.  Arts Commissioners mentioned they loved the 

idea of the project; were concerned of the base materials that will be used for the project; they wanted to learn 

more about the fundraising plans outside of the crowdsourcing; specifically, are contingency plans in place, is 

the project scalable, and is there a marketing/communications plan in place?  Next month the Torpedo Factory 

Art Center will present a full proposal outlining the fundraising and implementation of the project.  The Factory 

will request the Arts Commission’s approval for the mural location, approval of the designs proposed and the 

approval of the competition process (ACTION ITEM #9).   

8.  Art on the Avenue: 

a. Discussion of 2015 Commission Involvement – Amber Gordon shared that a location (parking lot at Mt. Vernon 

Avenue and Bellefonte) has been secured for the Arts Commission’s participation at Art on the Avenue.   

i. Button-making activity – Allison Nance will supply materials for the activity and will be at the site from 10 

am until 6 pm. 

ii. Drum Circle – Matthew Stensrud will lead the drum circle activity.  He will bring several drums and 

percussion instruments.  
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iii. Mobile Art Lab – Diane Ruggiero mentioned she could make arrangements to have the Mobile Art Lab 

parked in the location.  This could bring visibility to the activities. 

Kate Elkins will coordinate the volunteer schedule for the day, as Amber Gordon will be out of town.  A table, tent 

and chairs will be needed for the day (ACTION ITEM #10). 

b. Discussion of 2016 Involvement – The Mobile Art Lab is the Art on the Avenue schedule for 2016.  This will be 

one of the items that the Arts Commission will have on their annual calendar of activities, so that members can 

plan in advance to participate.  

9. Cultural Plan: 

a. Presentation of Suggested Steering Committee – Diane Ruggiero distributed the Cultural Plan Staff Memo 

(ATTACHMENT #11).  Cultural Planning Group’s (consultants) guidance was to identify a diverse group of 

people who normally would not attend arts activities. Staff have identified five community members: Gwen 

Day-Fuller, Co-chair, Concerned Citizens Network of Alexandria; Robin Havens-Parker, Member Alexandria 

Arts Forum; Dawnielle Miller, Executive Director, Casa Chirilagua; John Porter, President/CEO, ACT for 

Alexandria;  and Jordan Potash, Professor, Art Therapy, The George Washington University.  Matthew Stensrud 

and staff have identified the following Arts Commission to serve on the Steering Committee: Beth H. Coast, 

Suzie Cohen, Gayle Converse, and Michelle Kozlak.  Matthew Stensrud is also recommended to serve as an ad 

hoc, and alternate for the Committee.  Steering Committee meetings will be held in the late afternoon/early 

evening 4 pm/4:30 pm.  A doodle poll will go out to select date/time for first meeting.  

b. Motion to Appoint Steering Committee – Motion made to appoint the Cultural Planning Steering Committee 

(MOTION #7). 

10. Time and Place Task Force: 

a. Motion to Appoint Commissioners – (MOTION #8).   

11. 2015-2016 Commission for the Arts Goals – Postpone until October Meeting.  

12.  Office of the Arts Staff Report: Diane Ruggiero distributed the monthly division update report (ATTACHMENT 

#12).  Three items not in the staff report were noted:  

1.) Image of “Acrobat” Sculpture by Chris Erney (ATTACHMENT #13) – sculpture is beginning to rust and the 

ball wobbles.  Artist has been contacted to do some refinishing on the sculpture.  Developers were recommended 

to obtain warranties from the artist.   

2.) Upcoming Task Force Placements for Arts Commissioners – Ms. Ruggiero informed the Arts Commission that 

there are 12 Task Forces, total of 27 slots that will need to be filled by Arts Commissioners between now and 

February 2016 (ATTACHMENT # 14). 

3.) Mobile Art Lab – Staff wants to have a Halloween Film shown.  If Arts Commissioners have suggestions, please 

send them to Ms. Ruggiero.  Some ideas: “Night of the Living Dead,”  “Rocky Horror Picture Show” and 

“Frankenstein.”  Suggestions for showing these films are: Four Mile Conservatory, Market Square, Waterfront 

Park, and Ben Brenman Park.     

13.  Good of the Order – Announcements:   

 “Supper Under the Stars,” Friday, September 25, King Street Gardens Park. 

 Art in City Hall, reception scheduled for Monday, September 28, 4:30 pm – 6 pm, room 2000, City Hall. 

 First Friday, “Family Art Night,” Friday, October 2, 2015, Durant Arts Center  

14.  Adjournment: Motion made to adjourn meeting at 10 pm (MOTION #9).  

  

New Action Items        Responsible                     Due Date 

1. Explore ways for the Arts Commission and Department 

staff can work closely together along with clarifying the 

roles of each; develop an Arts Commission calendar; 

create of an application process for the placement of Task 

Force members; post of Arts Commission regular and 

Committee meeting agendas, minutes and attachments to 

the Office of the Arts’ website; and, when necessary send 

letters in support of the Department’s and the Office of the 

Arts’ programs and services.    

Executive Committee Ongoing 

2. See Action item #1 Executive Committee Ongoing 
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3. Work with Del Ray Artisans to secure the Colasanto 

Center for the October – December meetings 

Amber Gordon October meeting 

4. Send Draft of National Arts and Humanities Month 

Proclamation to Executive Committee.  Executive 

Committee to send draft to Arts Commission.  Office of 

the Arts to process proclamation and check with Mayor’s 

Office re: availability of October 15 reception.  

Executive Committee and 

Office of the Arts staff 

Proclamation to be 

ready for October 15 

reception.  

5. Send Americans for the Arts’ petition in support of the 

Arts Education Policy and Funding for Arts Education to 

Arts Commissioners. 

Kate Elkins October 1 

6.  Develop a calendar for compiling and writing of the Arts 

Commission Annual Reports. 

Gayle Converse and Executive 

Committee 

December 1 

7. Continue conversations with the Arts Forum, the Arts 

Commission and the Office of the Arts as the Fiscal Year 

2017 budget is prepared. 

Matthew Stensrud and Arts 

Commission 

Ongoing 

8 Office of the Arts to make revisions to Waterfront Letter 

and send letter for signature and sending out to City 

Officials.  

Office of the Arts staff and 

Matthew Stensrud 

October 1 

9. Arts Commission’s consideration for approval of the 

Torpedo Factory Arts Center mural location, approval of 

the designs proposed and the approval of the competition 

process. 

Arts Commission October 20 

10. Coordinate the volunteer schedule for the day to include 

the securing table, tent and chairs needed for Art on the 

Avenue. 

Kate Elkins October 1 

 

Other Notes & Information 
Attachments: 

1. Chair’s Report, September 2015 

2. Agenda: September 16, 2015 Meeting with a Beijing, China delegation 
3. Past two years of arts related proclamations  

4. Agenda for the Communications and Outreach Committee  
5. Alexandria Arts Forum Priorities and Program Plan September 2015 – June 2016  
6. Waterfront Commission Liaison Report, September, 2015    
7. Draft Robinson Terminal North letter acknowledging the public art cash contribution.   
8. PowerPoint presentation from Annual Work Plan Task Force  

9. Office of the Arts Staff Memo for the 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan 
10. Torpedo Factory Art Center images for the Union Street entrance doors and the garage doors 
11. Office of the Arts Staff Memorandum: Cultural Planning Steering Committee     
12. Office of the Arts monthly division update report, September 2015 
13. Image of “Acrobat” Sculpture by Chris Erney  

14. Upcoming Task Force Placements for Arts Commissioners  

Submitted by: Cheryl Anne Colton Draft Sent Date: 10-13-15 

Submitted by: Alexandria Commission for the Arts Minutes Approved At the 10-20-2015 Arts 

Commission meeting.  
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Motion Tracker 
 

 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 
1. Agenda Item: Approval of Minutes – August 18, 2015 Meeting 

 

Motion: Minutes approved as received. 

   

2. Agenda Item: 6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, b. 

Communications and Outreach Committee, ii. Motion to Rename Committee  

 

Motion: With the focus of advocacy in mind, to have the Community and 

Outreach Committee renamed to the Advocacy and Outreach Committee.  

 

Discussion: None 

Gayle Converse Amber Gordon Yes – Unanimously 

approved (11 

members)  

No –  

Abstain –   

3. Agenda Item: 6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, d. Waterfront 

Commission Liaison, i. Motion to Approve Robinson Terminal South Letter  

 

Motion: That the Arts Commission support sending a letter to the Planning 

Commission and City Council members in support of the Robinson North 

Terminal developer’s contribution for public art on the waterfront. 

 

Discussion: Minor edits provided for letter. 

Shirley Downs 

 
Betsy Hennigan  Yes – Unanimously 

approved (11 

members)  

No –  

Abstain – 

4. Agenda Item: 6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, d. Waterfront 

Commission Liaison, e. 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan Task Force. i. 

Presentation of Proposed Work Plan, Public Hearing and Discussion. 

 

Motion: 8:20 pm, Mr. Stensrud closed the regular meeting and opened up the 

public hearing portion of the meeting.  He asked if there were any questions 

about the 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan. A motion was made to close the 

public hearing.  

Discussion:  None  

Amber Gordon 

 

 

Allison Heck Yes – Unanimously 

approved (10 

members*)  

No –  

Abstain –  

 

*Michael Detomo 

left meeting 
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 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 

5. Agenda Item: 6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, d. Waterfront 

Commission Liaison, e. 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan Task Force. ii. Motion 

to Approve 2016-2018 Work Plan 

 

Motion:  Motion made to approve the 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan to include 

pictures including Simpson Park in the Work Plan Materials as discussed.  

 

Amendment to Motion: 

Fitzgerald Square explanation to be corrected to be consistent with other 

explanations regarding time frame.  

 

Discussion:  None 

Shirley Downs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amber Gordon 

Beth Coast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Kozlak 

Yes –unanimously 

approved (10 

members)  

No –  

Abstain – 

 

 

 

Yes – 9  

No – 1 

Abstain –0 

6.  Agenda Item: 6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, d. Waterfront 

Commission Liaison, e. 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan Task Force, iii. Motion 

to Send Work Plan to City Council. 

 

Motion: Proceed to send the 2016-2018 Annual Work Plan to City Council, no 

later than end of November.  

 

Discussion: None.   

Amber Gordon 
 

Allison Heck  Yes – 
Unanimously 
approved (10 
members)  
No –  
Abstain – 

7. Agenda Item: 9. Cultural Plan, b. Motion to Appoint Steering Committee. 

 

Motion: Motion to Appoint the following members to the Cultural Planning 

Steering Committee: Gwen Day-Fuller, Co-chair, Concerned Citizens Network 

of Alexandria; Robin Havens-Parker, Member Alexandria Arts Forum; 

Dawnielle Miller, Executive Director, Casa Chirilagua; John Porter, 

President/CEO, ACT for Alexandria;  and Jordan Potash, Professor, Art 

Therapy, The George Washington University.  Matthew Stensrud and staff 

have identified the following Arts Commission to serve on the Steering 

Committee: Beth H. Coast, Suzie Cohen, Gayle Converse, and Michelle 

Kozlak.  Matthew Stensrud to serve as an ad hoc, and alternate for the  Cultural 

Planning Steering Committee. 

 

Discussion: None.   

Allison Heck Amber Gordon  Yes –unanimously 

approved (10 

members)  

No –  

Abstain – 
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8. Agenda Item: 10. Time and Place Task Force, a. Motion to Appoint 

Commissioners.   

Motion: Motion to Appoint Michael Detomo and Susan Cohen to the Time 

and Place Task Force.    

Discussion: None.  

Betsy Hennigan Beth Coast Yes –unanimously 

approved (10 

members)  

No –  

Abstain – 

 

9. Agenda Item: Adjournment of Meeting  

 

Motion: To adjourn the September 23 meeting. 

  

Discussion:  None.  

Amber Gordon Kate Elkins Yes –unanimously 

approved (10 

members)  

No –  

Abstain – 

 

 
 

Action Items 
 

 Action Item Responsible Due Date Status 
1. Dates, agendas and locations for Arts Commission monthly and Committee meetings. 

 

 

Chair of Arts 

Commission and 

Chairs of 

Committees 

Required 3 

business days 

prior to 

meetings. 

Ongoing 

2. Input to Annual Work Plan 

 

 

Members of Arts  

Commission 

08-19-15 Completed 

3. Coordinating of volunteer schedules for King Street Arts Festival and Art on the Avenue. 

 

 

Kate Elkins, Beth 

Coast and 

Executive 

Committee 

 

Now until 09-

19-15, 09-20-15 

and 10-03-15 

Completed 

4. Participation in both King Street Arts Festival and Art on the Avenue Events.   

 

All members who 

are in town for 

these events 

 

09-19-15, 09-

20-15 and 10-

03-15 

Completed  
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 Action Item Responsible Due Date Status 

5. Additional Photographs to be included in FY 2015 Annual Report 

 

 

Michael Detomo 

and Allison Nance 

to send photos to 

Diane Ruggiero 

08-24-15 None 

received 

6. Descriptions of FY 2016 grant programs funded to be included in Annual Report.  Pamela Corsini 

 

08-24-15 Completed 

7. Annual calendar of projects/items that Arts Commission needs to be aware of. 

 

 

Executive 

Committee 

working with 

Office of the Arts 

staff 

 

09-23-15 Ongoing 

8. Arts Commission’s acknowledgement of Sydney-Chanele Dawkins contributions to arts 

community.  Reach-out to Dawkins family to determine what is most appropriate. 

 

 

Executive 

Committee 

 

09-23-15 Pending 

9. Names of individuals who might be interested in serving on the Cultural Arts Task Force 

should be sent to Diane Ruggiero within next two weeks. 

 

 

Members of Arts  

Commission 

09-01-15 None 

received 

10. Student Arts Commissioner position, names of students to apply should be forwarded to the 

City Clerk’s Office. 

Members of Arts  

Commission 

Once position is 

posted.  

Applications 

due on or before 

the deadline. 

Pending 
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