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Alexandria Commission for the Arts 

Regular Monthly Meeting  
Meeting Information 

 

Objective: To address Arts Commission business.  

Date: 02-16-16 Time: Begin: 7:09 pm  End: 9:49 pm       

Location:  Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 

Street, Alexandria, VA 
Meeting Type: Regular Monthly Meeting 

Called by: Matthew Stensrud, Chair Note Taker: Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional 

Program Director, Office of the 

Arts 

Facilitator: Matthew Stensrud Timekeeper: Matthew Stensrud 

Attendees: Catherine Ahern , Lisa Baranello, Beth Coast, Susan Cohen, Gayle Converse, Michael 

Detomo, Shirley Downs, Kate Elkins,  Cara Frey, Allison Heck, Michelle Kozlak, David 

Martin, Allison Nance, and Matthew Stensrud  

Absent: Susan (Amber) Gordon and  Betsy Hennigan 

Vacancy(s):  

Observers: Kate Moran, Kelly Cares; Don Viehman and Lisa Schumaier, Torpedo Factory Artists’ 

Association; Jeanne Gardner, CAC/AAA; Pat Miller, Miracle Field and Kelly Cares; Bill 

Rivers, Miracle Field; and Eric Wallner, Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Board.  

City Staff: Diane Ruggiero, Deputy Director, Cultural Arts, RPCA 

Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program Director, RPCA  

Matthew Harwood, Public Art Manager, RPCA 

Agenda items       Presenter 
1. Call to Order Matthew Stensrud 
2. Public Comment Matthew Stensrud 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. January 19, Regular Meeting 

Matthew Stensrud 

4. Chair’s Report Matthew Stensrud 
5 Torpedo Factory Art Center Mural 

a. Presentation by Eric Wallner 

b. Review of Memo 

c. Motion to Approve Memo 

 

6. Miracle Field Mural 

a. Presentation by Bill Rivers 

b. Review of Memo 

c. Motion to Approve Memo 

 

7. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports 

a. Arts Education Committee 

b. Advocacy and Outreach Committee 

c. Waterfront Commission Liaison 

d. Torpedo Factory Liaison 

i. Review and Discussion of Consultants Report 

e. Arts Forum Liaison 

f. Cultural Plan Task Force 

g. Simpson Park Task Force 

 
Kate Elkins 

Gayle Converse 

Shirley Downs/Susie Cohen 

Michael Detomo 

 

Michelle Kozlak 

Beth Coast 

Betsy Hennigan 
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h. Time and Place Task Force 
i. Warwick Pool Task Force 

j. Grants Task Force 
i. Review and Motion to Approve memo 
k. Arts and Economic Prosperity Task Force 

1. Poet Laureate and DASHing Words Task Force 

i. Review of Motion and Approve Memo 

Kate Elkins 

Catherine Ahern  

Catherine Ahern 

 

Amber Gordon 

 

Kate Elkins 

8. Old Town North Small Area Plan 

a. Appoint Commission Representatives  

Matthew Stensrud 

9. Office of the Arts Staff Report 

a. Update on Special Events  

Diane Ruggiero 

10. Good of the Order – Announcements Matthew Stensrud and Members of 

Arts Commission 

11. Adjournment  

Discussion Summary 
1. Call to Order: Matthew Stensrud welcomed everyone and began the meeting at 7:09 pm. 

2. Public Comment: The audience members introduced themselves: Kate Moran, Kelly Cares; Don 

Viehman and Lisa Schumaier, Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association; Jeanne Gardner, CAC/AAA; 

Pat Miller, Miracle Field and Kelly Cares; Bill Rivers, Miracle Field; and Eric Wallner, Executive 

Director, Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Board. None. 
3. Approval of Minutes January 19, 2016, minor edits were provided, with these edits the minutes 

were approved by consensus. 
4. Chair’s Report:  Matthew Stensrud gave the following report to the Arts Commission: 

 The new date for the Arts Commission’s retreat is Saturday, May 14.  The retreat will run 

from 9:30 am until 3:30 pm, in the Lee Center’s conference room #4 . 

 Mr. Stensrud mentioned that this meeting was the last one for David Martin.  Mr. Martin 

decided against requesting re-appointment to his Arts Commission appointment.  Mr. 

Stensrud thanked Mr. Martin for his many years of service to the Arts Commission.   

 Mr. Stensrud acknowledged the City Council newly appointed Arts Commissioner - Lisa 

Baranello; and the re-appointments to the Arts Commission – Beth Coast and Shirley 

Downs.  

5. Torpedo Factory Art Center Mural 

a. Presentation by Eric Wallner – Mr. Wallner distributed information about the Torpedo 

Factory Art Center’s proposal for a Loading Dock Door Mural (ATTACHMENT #1).   The 

Torpedo Art Center is seeking approval from the Arts Commission for the installation of this 

mural.   

b. Review of Memo – Members reviewed the background information for the project. The 

artist’s timeline is April 11-16; the artist selected for the project is Erin Elizabeth Curtis; and 

the budget is $6,000 ($4,000 artist fee, and up to $2,000 for supplies).  Funds are secured 

from dedicated funds from Torpedo Factory’s budget.  Once the Arts Commission approves 

the project, a memorandum of understanding will be prepared between the City of 

Alexandria and the Torpedo Factory Board for the care and maintenance of the mural. The 

mural is considered as a temporary project that will be up for 3 years. If damages occur 

during this timeframe, the Torpedo Factory Board will be responsible for repairs of the 

mural. 

c. Motion to Approve Memo –After some discussion, a motion was made to approve the 
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installation of the loading dock door mural (MOTION #1).  

6. Miracle Field Mural 

a. Presentation by Bill Rivers -  Both Bill Rivers and Kate Moran presented information for the 

proposed mural for the pool pump and storage building located behind the Miracle Field 

(ATTACHMENT #2).   
b. Review of Memo - The Kelly Cares Foundation is working with the Miracle Field to install 

the mural.  Nancy Belmont, the creator of the “Courage Wall” in Del Ray, and Matt 

Corrado, local artist will provide their time for the creation of the mural at no cost. Expenses 

for paint supplies and other items will be funded by the Kelly Cares Foundation, the Miracle 

Field and lululemon.  The mural as outlined has been already vetted through General 

Services and the Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities’ Departments.  The mural is 

scheduled to be unveiled at the April 23, 2016 Miracle Field game.  The mural will be on 

display from April 23, 2016 through April 23, 2018.  The west wall may be a chalk board 

but other concepts are being explored.  Once a decision is made for the west wall, the 

images/concepts will be brought back to the Arts Commission. A memorandum of 

understanding will be prepared between the City and Kelly Cares/Miracle Field.   

c. Motion to Approve Memo – The discussion concluded, then a motion was made to approve 

the installation of the Kelly Cares/Miracle Field mural on the pool pump and storage 

building (MOTION #2).  

7. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports 

a. Arts Education Committee – Kate Elkins reported on the following: 

 The “All City Exhibition” will be installed at Convergence in March.  The March Arts 

Commission meeting will be held at Convergence.  The opening reception for this 

exhibition is scheduled for Friday, April 1. 

 The National Arts Education Association will exhibit works from TC Williams High 

School students.  The opening reception for this exhibition is scheduled for February 18, 

4:30 pm.  

b. Advocacy and Outreach Committee – Gayle Converse distributed the Advocacy and 

Outreach Committee report (ATTACHMENT #3) and the Arts Commission’s calendar 

(ATTACHMENT #4).   Ms. Converse said that the Committee is continuing their outreach 

efforts to the Alexandria Arts Forum and Visit Alexandria.  She mentioned too, that on 

Saturday, February 20, a City Council public hearing is scheduled, if the Arts Commission 

wishes to attend.  She suggested that the Arts Commission consider participating in the 

March 5, 2016 St. Patrick’s Day parade.  The deadline for submitting an application to 

participate in the parade is February 20.  Commissioners discussed various options for how 

they could participate in the parade.  Gayle Converse and Allison Nance will work 

collaboratively to insure participation by the Arts Commission members. A motion was then 

made to have the Arts Commission submit an application to participate in the parade 

(MOTION #3).   
c. Waterfront Commission Liaison – Shirley Downs has stepped down as the Arts 

Commission’s Waterfront Commission Liaison.  Susie Cohen submitted her application for 

consideration as the Arts Commission’s liaison to the Waterfront Commission.  At the 

March Waterfront Commission meeting, the timeline and information for the Fitzgerald 

Square project will be presented. 

d. Torpedo Factory Liaison – Michael Detomo distributed The Cultural Planning Group’s 

Torpedo Factory Art Center Business Analysis and Recommendations Report dated January 

31, 2016 (ATTACHMENT #5).   

i. Review and Discussion of Consultants Report – Mr. Detomo shared the four 
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recommendations outlined in the report:  

1) Establishment of an Independent, Self-Appointed Board of Directors;  

2) Streamline the Management Functions of the Factory;  

3) Create a Compelling Vision for the Torpedo Factory; and,  

4) Define a new relationship between the City and the Torpedo Factory.    

Mr. Detomo said that the Torpedo Factory Board will receive the Consultants’ report at 

their February 24 meeting.  Mr. Stensrud mentioned that the Arts Commission, as an 

advisory body to the City will provide their insights to City staff and Council for each of 

the recommendations outlined in the report.  The members reviewed the report and 

asked clarification for some of the recommendations.  Mr. Stensrud said a public hearing 

of the Torpedo Factory report will be part of the March Arts Commission meeting. He 

said, after the public hearing, the Arts Commission will need to consider: to approve the 

report with no changes, not to approve the report or to approve the report with 

recommended changes. The Torpedo Factory Board’s vote in anticipated to occur after 

the Arts Commission’s March meeting, unless, the Torpedo Factory holds a special 

meeting to vote on the report’s recommendations.     

e. Arts Forum Liaison – Michelle Kozlak distributed her report (ATTACHMENT #6).  Ms. 

Kozlak mentioned that the Arts Commission and the Arts Forum collaborated for a letter 

that went to the Mayor and City Council members.  She mentioned that the Arts Forum 

created an e-newsletter.  The first article in the e-newsletter highlights the City-wide Arts 

and Culture plan and the “Alexandria Creates!” week.  The next Arts Forum meet-up is 

scheduled for the Alexandria Singers’ Saturday, February 27, 7:30 pm performance to be 

held at First Baptist Church.  She mentioned too, that the Arts Forum developed 4 priority 

issues that should be addressed through the City-wide Arts and Culture plan.  These 

priorities were outlined in the Arts Forum liaison report. 

f. Cultural Plan Task Force – Beth Coast said the “Alexandria Creates!” week of community 

engagement activities will occur February 23-27.  The community engagement activities 

during this week and City-wide Arts and Culture Plan are posted on the Office of the Arts’ 

website. An online survey is now available for distribution.  The link for the survey can be 

found on the Office of the Arts’ website.  Members were encouraged to review the City-

wide Arts and Culture plan on the website.  They should also encourage their friends, family 

and colleagues to complete the online survey. The next City-wide Arts and Culture Plan 

Steering Committee is scheduled for Friday, February 26.  
g. Simpson Park Task Force – No report 

h. Time and Place Task Force – Kate Elkins distributed the draft project plan for the “Time and 

Place: Exhibitions of Public Art and History” pilot project (ATTACHMENT #7). An 

“invitation to artists” will be sent in March.  It is anticipated that a “Time and Place” project 

will occur every two years.  The first “Time and Place” installation will occur in 

collaboration with the Office of Historic Alexandria.  The site selected is the Gadsby’s 

Tavern Museum. At the March meeting, the Arts Commission will vote on the 

selected artist for the project. March 16 is the new date for “Time and Place” 

presentation that was cancelled due to the snow storm. This free presentation will be 

held at the Lyceum.   

i. Warwick Pool Task Force – Catherine Ahern reported that at their first meeting, they 

received an overview of the project.  The Task Force will select an artist who will work with 

the Warwick Pool Design team.   A request for proposals outlining the scope of work is in 

the process of being developed.  The Western States Arts Federation’s “CAFÉ” will be used 

for the review of the artists’ qualifications. Additional community members are needed to 

complete the Task Force.  If Arts Commissioners have suggestions for individuals who 
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could serve, they should send this information to Diane Ruggiero.  

j. Grants Task Force – Catherine Ahern presented the Office of the Arts’ staff memorandum 

which recommends Holly Koons McCullough to serve on the Fiscal Year 2017 Grants Task 

Force (ATTACHMENT #8).  Ms. McCullough is the Director and Curator for the Greater 

Reston Arts Center.  
i.     Review and Motion to Approve memo – Members review the Office of the Arts 

staff memorandum. A motion was made to appoint Ms. McCullough to the Fiscal 

Year 2017 Grants Task Force (MOTION #4).  

k. Arts and Economic Prosperity Task Force – Allison Heck reported that Allison 

Nance and Amber Gordon met with Diane Ruggiero to prepare for the local launch 

of the Americans for the Arts’ Arts and Economic Prosperity Study.  Ms. Gordon 

will reach out to the Alexandria Arts Forum and Visit Alexandria to include them in 

the planning efforts for the study.  Randy Cohen, Vice President, Research and 

Policy, Americans for the Arts is available to assist the City of Alexandria with the 

launch on Wednesday, March 16.  The study includes an Arts Organizations survey, 

along with audience surveys.  Arts Commissioners will be needed to assist with the 

collection of 800 audience surveys.  These surveys will need to be collected by 

December 31, 2016.  More information about the local launch and the timeline for 

the study will be shared at the March Arts Commission meeting.  

l. Poet Laureate and “DASHing Words Task Force” – Kate Elkins reported that this 

was the first year that the “DASHing Words in Motion” poetry contest applications 

and poetry were received online.  The first review of the Poet Laureate applications 

will occur on Thursday, February 18.  The top six writers/poets will be selected to 

advance to the second round which includes an interview and presentation with the 

Poet Laureate Task Force.   

i.     Review of Motion and Approve Memo - Seventeen writers submitted thirty-two 

poems for the Task Force’s consideration. On February 9, the “DASHing Words 

in Motion” poetry was reviewed.  The “DASHing Words in Motion” Task Force 

selected seven poems to be displayed in April and May on the Alexandria Transit 

Company’s DASH buses and Trolleys.  The winning poems were: Green Scene, 

Return, Baxter, Window Seasons, Stop Go Succeed, Today, and Home 

(ATTACHMENT #9).  Tori Lane Kovarik, Poet Laureate, City of Alexandria, 

also write a poem that will be displayed on the DASH buses and Trolleys. Last 

year, nineteen writers submitted 45 poems. 

8. Old Town North Small Area Plan 

a. Appoint Commission Representatives – Matthew Stensrud and Diane Ruggiero reported 

that the Old Town North Small Area Plan is moving forward.  As the Small Area Plan is 

being developed, public art will need to be incorporated into the Plan.  Two Arts 

Commissioners need to be appointed to this Task Force to assist with the planning efforts.  

After some discussion a motion was made to appoint Lisa Baranello and Shirley Downs to 

the Task Force (MOTION #5). 

9. Office of the Arts Staff Report – Diane Ruggiero distributed the Office of the Arts Division Update 

(ATTACHMENT #10).  Ms. Ruggiero reported that the Simpson Park Task Force met on 

February 12.  The Task Force reviewed 76 Request for Qualification applications, and selected 

three artists (and three runners up) to move forward to the next round of the selection process. The 

selected artist will be brought to the Arts Commission at their March meeting.   She also reported 

that there were 43 applications received for the Traffic Box Wrap project. This Task Force needs to 
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have two arts professionals who are community stakeholders.  If members have suggestions of 

individuals who can serve on this Task Force, they should share with Ms. Ruggiero.  

10.  Good of the Order – Announcements – Members share information about upcoming events that 

they recently attended, or are planning to attend.   

13. Adjournment -  Matthew Stensrud mentioned that all items were addressed from the meeting’s 

agenda, so the meeting adjourned at 9:49 pm.  

 

New Action Items      Responsible  Due Date 
1. Submit Application form to participate in the St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade scheduled on Saturday, 

March 5, 2016. 

Advocacy and Outreach 

Committee and Gayle 

Converse  

February 20, 2016 

2. Participate in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

scheduled on Saturday, March 5, 2016 

Members of the Arts 

Commission 

March 5, 2016 

 

Other Notes & Information 
1. Torpedo Factory Art Center’s proposal for a Loading Dock Door Mural  
2. Mural for the pool pump and storage building located behind the Miracle Field   
3. Advocacy and Outreach Committee Report 
4. Arts Commission’s Calendar – February, 2016 

5. The Cultural Planning Group’s Torpedo Factory Art Center Business Analysis and Recommendations 

Report dated January 31, 2016 
6. Arts Forum Liaison Report 
7. Draft Project Plan for the “Time and Place: Exhibitions of Public Art and History” Pilot project 
8. Staff Memorandum – Appointment of Holly Koons McCullough to serve on the Fiscal Year 2017 

Grants Task Force  
9. Staff Memorandum - “DASHing Words in Motion” Poetry Contest 
10. Office of the Arts Division Update – February, 2016    

Submitted by: Cheryl Anne Colton Draft  Sent 03-02-16 

Submitted by: Alexandria Commission for the Arts Minutes Approved:  03-15-16 
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Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 
 

PUBLIC ART PROJECTS 
 

Time & Place 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Develop a program plan for contemporary public art in 
historic settings as recommended in the Plan. 
Project Budget 
$50,000 for the public art project 
Task Force Members 
Beth Coast 
Kate Elkins 
Update  
The free lecture has been re-scheduled for Wednesday, March 16 (location TBD) with speakers: Franklin 
Vagnone, ED Historic House Trust of NYC; Lauren Adams, artist (fan project for Trust New Art); Heather 
Rounds, co-founder of Rotating History Project. 
Next Steps  
Assemble the remaining task force members and work with the consultant team to issue an invitational. 
Anticipated Completion  
Spring, 2016 (with exhibit) 

 

Simpson Park 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Add a public artist to the design team to integrate and install public art as part of the playground restoration. 
Project Budget 
$30,000 for artist administrative fees, $65,000 for fabrication and installation, $5,000 for artist interviews. 
Task Force Members 
Betsy Hennigan 
Michelle Kozlak 
Paul Linehan 
Laura Fries 
Dana Wedeles 
Elisabeth Lardner 
Update  
76 RFQ/applications were received through Café. Members of the Task Force met on Friday, February 12 and 
selected three artists (and three runners up) to invite to Alexandria for the next round of selection.  
Next Steps  
Top candidates will be brought to Alexandria to meet with the Task Force and visit the project site. The 
timeline would have the final artist selection to the ACA in March. 
Anticipated Completion  
FY17 
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Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 

PUBLIC ART PROJECTS, cont’d 
 
Lake Cook 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Add a public artist to the design team to integrate and install 
public art as part of the lake/site restoration. 
Project Budget 
$20,000 for phase 1 design 
Task Force Members 
Allison Nance 
Allison Heck 
Update  
Staff has met with the Office of Environmental Quality (OEQ) and the Department of Project Implementation 
(DPI).  
Next Steps  
Staff will meet with the ACA members of the Task Force to review project goals, potential task force 
members, and scope. Office of the Arts will issue a 30-day call in March to begin the artist selection process. 
Anticipated Completion  
Early Fall, 2016 
 

Traffic Box Wraps 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Add a public artist to the design team to integrate and install public art as part of the lake/site restoration. 
Project Budget 
$25,000 ($4,000 for three artists, $21,000 for wraps and installation) 
Task Force Members 
Betsy Hennigan 
Shirley Downs 
Update  
The call for artists has been issued on Café (www.callforentry.org). 
Next Steps  
Staff will recruit the remaining members of the Task Force for approval by the Arts Commission in February. 
Anticipated Completion  
Spring, 2016 (with National Public Works Week) 
 

  



Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 

PUBLIC ART PROJECTS, cont’d 
 
Trails & Paths 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Incorporate public art into various trails and paths throughout Alexandria. 
Project Budget 
$20,000 in FY16 
Task Force Members 
Cara Frey 
Shirley Downs 
Next Steps  
Staff will talk with various departments and divisions to get an update on trails and to determine options. 
Staff will then meet with the ACA members of the Task Force to review project goals and scope.  
Anticipated Completion  
TBD 
 

Warwick Pool 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts, Park Operatoins 
Project Scope  
Incorporate public art into the redesign of Warwick Pool.  
Project Budget 
$10,000 for phase 1 design, $40,000 for fabrication/installation 
Task Force Members 
Matthew Stensrud 
Catherine Ahern 
Next Steps  
Staff met with the ACA members of the Task Force to review project goals, scope, and potential task force 
members. Office of the Arts will issue a 30-day call in February to begin the artist selection process. 
Anticipated Completion  
Spring, 2017 
 

Old Town North Small Area Plan 
 

Lead Agency  
Planning & Zoning, Office of the Arts 
Project Scope  
Incorporate public art into the planning process for the OTN SAP. 
Project Budget 
$25,000 
Task Force Members 
1.    2. 
Next Steps  
ACA to appoint Task Force members. 
Anticipated Completion  
Winter, 2016  



Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 

 

PUBLIC ART MAINTENANCE  
 

King Street Gardens Park Artwork 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Begin the development of a restoration plan for the artwork. 
Update  
Staff has been in discussion with the original artist team and the KSGP Foundation to about the process. 
Next Steps  
Staff has met with representatives from the Office of Environmental Quality (OEQ) to assess the options 
related to the restoration of the raingarden. They will begin their assessment this fall. 
Anticipated Completion  
The plan will be developed in FY16 with work lasting 5 or more years. 

 

Brio 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Per the Public Art Condition Assessment, inspect the base of the 
structure and move stones into place. 
Update  
Staff will hire a conservator for the inspection. This work will be done in 
conjunction with the WWII memorial. 
Next Steps  
Hire a conservator to do the inspection and stone replacement. 
Anticipated Completion  
Unknown  

 

 

Alexandria War Dead Memorial 
 

Lead Agency  
Office of the Arts  
Project Scope  
Per the Public Art Condition Assessment, inspect the base of the structure and move stones into place. 
Update  
Staff will hire a conservator for the inspection. This work will be done in conjunction with Brio. 
Next Steps  
Hire a conservator to do the inspection and stone replacement. 
Anticipated Completion  
Unknown  

 

  



Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 
 

Cultural Plan 
 

Lead Agency 
Office of the Arts 
Project Scope 
The development of a comprehensive citywide 
cultural arts plan that shall define the role of the City 
in supporting, producing, defining, and sustaining arts 
and culture initiatives throughout the City to 
accomplish the City’s broader goals. 
Update  
CPG was in town February 1-2 and met with the Steering Committee and community leaders. Time was spent 
with the consultants working on the Alexandria Creates week. 
Next Steps  
Alexandria Creates week is February 23-27 and includes 18 different meetings including discussion groups, 
open houses, town halls, etc. Special language translation services will be provided at select events. Four 
times have been dedicated specifically to artists and arts organizations. 

 

Grant Program  
 

Lead Agency 
Office of the Arts 
Project Scope 
Administering the City of Alexandria’s Arts Grant Program 
Update  
Grant applications went live on January 4, 2016.  
Next Steps  
Applications are due at 5pm on Friday February 26, 2016.  
 

Poet Laureate/Dashing Words 
 

Lead Agency 
Office of the Arts 
Project Scope 
Selection of the city’s Poet Laureate and the call for poems for Dashing Words 
Task Force Members 
Kate Elkins 
Cara Frey 
Update  
Applications have been received and will be reviewed by the Task Force. 
Next Steps  
Staff will convene the Task Force for a meeting to review the Dashing Words poetry and to select the next 
Poet Laureate. 

 

  



Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES, cont’d 
 

Arts & Economic Prosperity Study 5 
 

Lead Agency 
Office of the Arts 
Project Scope 
The City is participating in the Americans for the Arts (AftA) nationwide Arts & Economic Prosperity Study. 5. 
The study measures the impact of non-profit arts and culture organizations.  
Task Force Members 
Amber Gordon 
Allison Heck 
Update  
Staff and Task Force members spoke via a conference call to determine that we would collaborate with the 
Arts Forum to do a “launch event” for Alexandria’s arts and culture organizations to announce the study. 
Randy Cohen from AftA will be the featured speaker at the event. 
Next Steps  
The launch event is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, March 16. 
 

Save the Date(s) 
 

Time + Place: A Conversation About Art, History & Community 
Wednesday, March 16 at 6:30pm  
Guest Speakers: Franklin Vagnone, ED Historic House Trust of NYC; Lauren Adams, artist (fan project for Trust 
New Art); and Heather Rounds, co-founder of Rotating History Project. 
A panel discussion to help kick-off the Time + Place project. 
 
First Fridays at Durant 
March 4 Family Art Night 
April 1  Fool’s Day Merriement 

May 6   Taste of Cinco de Mayo 
June 3 Family Art Night 

Advance reservations: $5 resident; $10 nonresident. At the door: $10 resident; $15 nonresident 
 
Celebrating Poetry in the City of Alexandria:  
Solo Reading: Tori Lane Kovarik, Poet Laureate, City of Alexandria 
Thursday, March 31, 2016 at 7 pm at the Durant Center 
Free  
To kick-off National Poetry Month and to acknowledge Tori Lane Kovarik’s contributions to the Alexandria 
community, Ms. Kovarik will read a selection of her works and works of others.  
 
2016 gospelFEST – Alexandria, VA 
Friday, May 20, 6:00 pm – 9 pm 
Saturday, May 21, 11 am – 1 pm 
Durant Center 
Two glorious days of singing Gospel music in its rich genre of gospelized spirituals, contemporary, traditional, 
choral, call and response, and praise workshop music sung by local choirs while helping the hungry in 
Alexandria’s community. Bring a nonperishable food item for the Alexandria Food Pantry. Adult supervision 
required.  Advance: $5 ; At door: $10  

  



Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 

 
“Bagels and Bach” 
April 3, May 1, June 5 
11 am – 1 pm 
Durant Center 
Classical music and brunch, what better way to enjoy a Sunday morning?  A variety of local quartets, quintets, 
or sextets will be showcased. Music will be provided by local musicians. Light brunch provided.   Light brunch 
provided.   
Advance: $10 resident, $15 nonresident; At door: $15 resident, nonresident $20   
 
Alexandria Arts Academy 
3 pm – 6pm Mondays – Tuesdays – Wednesdays April 11 through June 3, 2016 for ages 7 -10   
Durant Center 
Budding artists will have artistic experiences in three arts disciplines – Dance, Theatre and Visual Arts.  The 
Academy includes learning group and solo dance routines, play-acting and theatrical readings; and drawing, 
painting and collage making. Culminating the experience will be sharing their talents at the annual Youth Arts 
Festival.   
Advanced registration required. Fee: $299 resident, $349 nonresident 

  



Office of the Arts Division Update, February 2016 

Task Force Placement   
 

Simpson Park Public Art 
1. Betsy Hennigan* 
2. Michelle Kozlak* 
3. Elisabeth Lardner (project stakeholder) 
4. Dana Wedeles (project stakeholder) 
5. Laura Fries (community stakeholder) 
6. Paul Lineham (community stakeholder) 

 
Cultural Plan 

1. Beth Coast* 
2. Suzie Cohen* 
3. Gayle Converse* 
4. Gwen Day-Fuller 
5. Michelle Kozlak* 
6. Dawnielle Miller 
7. Robin Havens-Parker 
8. John Porter 
9. Jordan Potash 
10. Matthew Stensrud* (ex-officio) 

 
Time & Place 

1. Kate Elkins* 
2. Beth Coast* 
3. OHA (project stakeholder) 
4. Kathy Glennon (community 

stakeholder) 
5. Carol Reed (community stakeholder) 

 
Lake Cook 

1. Allison Nance* 
2. Allison Heck* 
3. TBD (project stakeholder) 
4. TBD (community stakeholder) 
5. TBD (community stakeholder) 

 
Traffic Box Wraps 

1. Betsy Hennigan* 
2. Shirley Downs* 
3. TBD (project stakeholder) 
4. TBD (community stakeholder) 
5. TBD (community stakeholder) 

 
Warwick Pool **NEW** 

1. Matthew Stensrud* 
2. Catherine Ahern* 

 
*Arts Commissioner

Grants Task Force 
Grant Committee Observer: Allison Nance* 

1. Mike Detomo* 
2. Catherine Ahern* 
3. Matthew Stensrud* 
4. Lisa Baranello* 
5. Scott Price 
6. Converse West 
7. Joana Ormesher 
8. Signe Friedrichs 
9. TBD 

 
AftA Arts & Economic Prosperity Study V 

1. Allison Heck* 
2. Amber Gordon* 

 
Trails & Paths 

1. Cara Frey* 
2. Shirley Downs* 
3. TBD (project stakeholder) 
4. TBD (community stakeholder) 
5. TBD (community stakeholder) 

 
Poet Laureate & Dashing Words 

3. Kate Elkins* 
4. Cara Frey* 
5. TBD 
6. TBD 
7. TBD 

 
Waterfront / Fitzgerald Square Public Art 

1. Susie Cohen* 
2. Mike Detomo* 
3. Allison Nance* 
4. TBD (project stakeholder) 
5. TBD (community stakeholder) 
6. TBD (community stakeholder) 

 
Torpedo Factory Board Liaison 

1. Mike Detomo* 
 
Waterfront Commission Liaison 

1. Shirley Downs*/Susie Cohen* 
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The Office of the Arts staff works collaboratively with the Department of Planning and Zoning to manage the development conditions through which a 

developer is expected to include public art in their development. The public art review process is carefully integrated into the overall development review 

process to provide predictability to the developer, staff and the general public. 

 

The Office of the Arts staff participates in interagency reviews, the drafting of conditions, reviewing of artist selection and concept development, ensuring 

that conditions have been met, and monitoring for compliance. Below is a list of the projects that Staff has provided comments for within the past month. 

Project Phase 
Public Art or 
Payment in 

Lieu (PIL) 
Condition/Notes 

Edsall Shell 
Standard 

Conditions 
PIL 

Per the City’s Public Art Policy approved in October, 2012, the applicant 
shall provide a monetary contribution at a rate of $.30 per gross square 
foot (with a maximum contribution of $75,000 per building) to be used 
toward city-acquired public art within the Small Area Plan planning 
area. **** (P&Z) (RP&CA)     ($1,210.50) 

ABC/Giant 
Standard 

Conditions 
Public Art 

1. Per the City’s Public Art Policy, adopted December 13, 2014, provide 
one of the following options: 
a. Public Art shall be in compliance with what has been identified in the 
preliminary plan dated January 11, 2016.  Provide a schedule for the art 
installation prior to the release of the final site plan.  The art shall be 
installed prior to the issuance of the first Certificate of Occupancy, to 
the satisfaction of the Directors of P&Z and/or RP&CA. (RP&CA)(P&Z) * 
***  
OR 
b. The in-lieu contribution shall be $.30 per gross square foot, with a 
maximum contribution of $75,000 per building.  The contribution shall 
be provided prior to the issuance of the first Certificate of Occupancy. 
(RP&CA)(P&Z) *** 

Potomac Yards Metro Concept 1 Unknown 

WMATA needs to provide information to the City regarding the public 
art requirement at the Metro Station. If public art is required by 
WMATA, WMATA needs to provide the city the minimum budget 
expectations and implementation guidelines. If public art is not 
required by WMATA the City may place public art on city property 
within the project boundaries. 
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Motion Tracker 
 

 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 
1. Agenda Item:  #5. Torpedo Factory Art Center Mural, item c. Motion to 

Approve Memorandum 
 
Motion: Approve the Torpedo Factory Art Center’s loading dock mural 
project.    
 
Discussion:  As noted in minutes 

Allison Nance Beth Coast Yes –Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain –  

2. Agenda Item: #6, Miracle Field Mural, item c. Motion to Approve 
Memorandum 
  
Motion:  Approve the installation of the Kelly Cares/Miracle Field mural on 
the pool pump and storage building located in front of the Nannie J. Lee 
Memorial Recreation Center.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Michael Detomo 
 

Shirley Downs Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

3. Agenda Item:  #7, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, item b, 
Advocacy and Outreach Committee. 
 
Motion: To submit an application (on behalf of the Arts Commission) to 
participate in the St. Patrick’s Day parade scheduled on Saturday, March 5, 
2016. 
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Gayle Converse  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Ahern Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
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4. Agenda Item: #7, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, item j., 
Grants Task Force, i. Review and Motion to Approve Memorandum 
 
Motion: Appoint Holly Koons McCullough to the Fiscal Year 2017 Grants 
Task Force.   
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes    

Allison Nance Catherine Ahern Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

5.  Agenda Item: #8 Old Town North Small Area Plan, item a. Appoint 
Commission representatives.  
 
Motion: Appoint Lisa Baranello and Shirley Downs to the Old Town North 
Small Area Plan Task Force.  
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes 

Allison Nance Allison Heck  Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
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Action Items 
 

 Action Item Responsible Due Date Status 
1. Dates, agendas and locations for Arts Commission monthly and Committee meetings. 

 

 

Chair of Arts 
Commission and 
Chairs of 
Committees 

Required 3 
business days 
prior to 
meetings 

Ongoing 

2. Continue conversations with the Arts Forum, the Arts Commission and the Office of the 
Arts as the Fiscal Year 2017 budget is prepared. 

Matthew 
Stensrud and 
Arts Commission 

Ongoing Ongoing  

3. Assignments for securing locations were made:  
Pending confirmation of locations: May – Shirley Downs; June – Beth Hennigan.   
Booked locations: March – Convergence; April – City Council Work Room, 2nd Floor, City 
Hall.   

As noted Minimum of 
Two weeks 
before monthly 
meeting 

 

4. Joint Letter between the Alexandria Commission for the Arts and the Arts Forum to be 
sent to the City Council. 

Matthew 
Stensrud 

Once approved 
by Alexandria 
Arts Forum 

Completed 

5. Letter of endorsement for Susan Cohen to serve as the Liaison to the Waterfront 
Commission. 

Matthew 
Stensrud 

Prior to City 
Council 
appointment 
for the Liaison 
to the 
Waterfront 
Commission.  

Completed 
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