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Alexandria Commission for the Arts 

Regular Monthly Meeting  
Meeting Information 

Objective: To address Arts Commission business.  

Date: 05-17-16 Time: Begin: 7:07 pm  End: 9:35  pm       

Location: City Council Workroom, City Hall, 

301 King St, Alexandria, VA  

Meeting Type: Regular Monthly Meeting 

Called by: Matthew Stensrud, Chair Note Taker: Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program 

Director, Office of the Arts 

Facilitator: Matthew Stensrud Timekeeper: Matthew Stensrud 

Secretary/Minutes Susan (Amber) Gordon 

Attendees: Catherine Ahern , Lisa Baranello, Beth Coast, Susan Cohen, Gayle Converse , Michael Detomo, 

Shirley Downs, Kate Elkins, Susan (Amber) Gordon, Allison Heck, Betsy Hennigan, Allison Nance, 

Matthew Stensrud,  and Karen Thomas 

Absent: Cara Frey and Michelle Kozlak 

Vacancy(s): NONE 

Observers: Don Viehman, Torpedo Factory Artist Association; Jason Ellis, Alexandria Redevelopment Housing 

Authority/Youth Arts Festival 

City Staff: James Spengler, Director, RPCA  

Diane Ruggiero, Deputy Director, Cultural Arts, RPCA 

Jack Browand, Division Chief, Park Planning, Design & Capital Development, RPCA 

Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program Director, RPCA  

Anthony Gammon, Deputy Director, Department of Project Implementation 

Agenda items       Presenter 
1. Call to Order Matthew Stensrud 

2. Public Comment Matthew Stensrud 

3. Fitzgerald Square Presentation Matthew Stensrud and Tony 

Gammon, Department of Project 

Implementation 

4. Approval of Minutes 

a. March 15, 2016 Regular Meeting 

b. April 19, 2016 Regular Meeting  

Matthew Stensrud 

5. Chair’s Report 

a. Retreat Recap 

Matthew Stensrud 

6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports 

a. Lake Cook Task Force 

i. Motion on Artist Selection 

b. Simpson Park Task Force 

i. Update on Public Art 

c. Torpedo Factory Liaison 

d. Waterfront Commission Liaison 

 

Allison Heck 

 

Michelle Kozlak 

 

Michael Detomo 

Susie Cohen 

7. Art Purchase Award Program  

a. Overview of Program and Review of Memo 

b. Motion on Memo 

Matthew Stensrud and Diane 

Ruggiero 

8. 2016-2017 Elections 

a. Presentation of Slate by Nominating Committee 

Matthew Stensrud and Nominating 

Committee 

9. Unity Public Art Application 

a. Review of Application  

Diane Ruggiero 

10. Office of the Arts Staff Report Diane Ruggiero 

11. Good of the Order – Announcements Matthew Stensrud and Members of 

Arts Commission 

12. Adjournment  

Discussion Summary 
1. Call to Order: Matthew Stensrud welcomed everyone and began the meeting 7: 07 pm. 
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2. Public Comment: Mr. Stensrud invited Jason Ellis, Program Manager, Alexandria Redevelopment Housing 

Authority/Youth Arts Festival to speak. 

 Mr. Ellis distributed a Youth Arts Festival factsheet and post card (ATTACHMENT #1, 2 &3). 

 Youth Arts Festival will be held this year on Saturday, August 6 from 1 pm – 5 pm.  The Festival will be held at 

the Mt. Vernon Recreation Center and the field adjacent to the Center. 

 Youth’s artistic talents both visual and performing arts will be showcase.  

 Alexandria Commission for the Arts support of the Youth Arts Festival was requested.  Volunteers will be needed 

along with assistance with promoting the Festival.  

 The Arts Commission members felt, that the Festival indeed was something that should be supported by the 

Commission.  The Arts Commission’s logo was approved (by consensus) to be used in future promotional 

materials of the Youth Arts Festival. 

 Mr. Stensrud thanked Mr. Ellis for coming to the Arts Commission meeting.  

 

Mr. Stensrud asked if there were any members of the public wishes to speak.   There were not, so he closed the public 

comment portion of the meeting. 

3. Fitzgerald Square Presentation: Matthew Stensrud introduced Jack Browand, Division Chief, Park Planning, Design & 

Capital Development, RPCA.  Mr. Browand provided a brief overview of the Waterfront planning process.  He then 

introduced Anthony Gammon, Deputy Director, Department of Project Implementation.  Mr. Gammon gave an 

overview of the planning project and shared a PowerPoint Presentation (ATTACHMENT #4). 

Few highlights from presentation: 

 Boat Club will be relocating in the near future.  

 Funding identified $45,000-75,000 for enhanced programming and an additional $25,000 for general 

maintenance. 

 Interim Fitzgerald plaza will be developed.   

 Interim Fitzgerald plaza is an ideal location for the placement of public art. 

A motion was created to send a letter of support from the Alexandria Commission for the Arts (MOTION #1). 

4 Approval of Minutes: 

a. March 15, 2016 Meeting – Edits were provided, with these edits the minutes were approved by consensus. 

 

b. April 19, 2016 Meeting – Arts Commissioners received the draft minutes before the May 17 meeting.  Additional 

time to review the minutes was requested.  A motion to defer the approval of the April 19 meeting was made 

(MOTION #2 & ACTION ITEM #1). 

5. Chair’s Report:   

a. Retreat Recap.  May 14
th

 Retreat, Lee Center, 10 am – 3pm – Before Matthew Stensrud gave the Retreat Recap, he 

re-introduced and welcomed Karen Thomas who was appointed by the City Council to serve on the Arts 

Commission.  He invited Ms. Thomas to introduce herself and then had Arts Commissioners and staff, in turn, 

introduce themselves.    

 

Mr. Stensrud then shared his impressions from the May 14
th

 Arts Commission Retreat.  Items shared include: 

 Diane Ruggiero facilitated an Arts and Culture discussion with the Arts Commissioners, gathering insights 

from the members.  Arts Commissioners were invited to provide comments for each section discussed.  This 

information will be compiled and shared with the Cultural Planning Group, Inc.  

 Ms. Ruggiero shared a PowerPoint that will be used as an Orientation tool for all of the Boards and 

Commissions associated with the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities.  

 Mr. Stensrud distributed the list of City Boards and Commissions (ATTACHMENT #5).  He instructed each 

member to pick the top three Boards and/or Commissions that they felt the Arts Commission should work 

with.   The tally was gathered from the Arts Commissioners.  It was determined that the Arts Commission 

should reach-out to the Commission on Persons with Disabilities and the Community Service Board.  Mr. 

Stensrud will begin conversations with these two groups.  He will keep the Arts Commissioners informed of 

his progress. 

6. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports:   

a. Lake Cook Task Force: Allison Nance reported for Allison Heck: 

 92 applications were received online through WESTAF’s Café “Call for Entry” program.  

 The selection of the artist(s) will work with the Design Team for the Lake Cook Stormwater Retrofit project.  

 Task Force met April 26, reviewed the applications and voted to invite David Hess, Kate Dodd and Mary 

Lucking for site visit and interview.  

 Site visits and interviews were held May 9 and 10.  
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 Artists sent their final written assessments by May 13.  

 Task Force met May 16 and selected the artist. 

 Task Force recommends the hiring of David Hess for the public art component of the Lake Cook Stormwater 

Retrofit project.  

 

i. Motion on Artist Selection: Diane Ruggiero distributed the staff memorandum for the Lake Cook Artist 

selection (ATTACHMENT #11).   Funding is appropriated for this project.   An exit survey which will be 

used for both the Task Force and the artist for the process.  Motion made for the approval of the selection of 

the artist for the Lake Cook project (MOTION #3). 

             (ATTACHMENTS # 7, 8 & 9) 
 

b. Simpson Park Task Force: Betsy Hennigan provided the update: 

i. Update Public Art – May + Watkins design team have developed some concepts for the Simpson Park.  

These concepts will be shared at the May 25 community meeting that will begin at 6 pm and held at 421 E. 

Monroe Avenue.  On June 25, the artist will be back with refined concepts, and in July, the final design plans 

will be shared with the staff and community.  

 

c. (New Agenda Item) Arts Education Committee Report:  Kate Elkins reported that a letter of support for a Patrick 

Henry auditorium was sent to the Alexandria City Public Schools’ School Board.  Shirley Downs and Ms. Elkins 

reported that the School Board will not re-consider the addition of the auditorium.  Patrick Henry will have a black 

box theatre.  A motion was developed to support the concept of appropriating the square footage needed for the 

black box theatre (MOTION #4).  

 

d. Torpedo Factory Liaison: Michael Detomo reported on the following items:  

 Artists and organization housed in the Torpedo Factory received notification of the City’s consolidation of the 

management function temporarily under the Office of the Arts.     

 A temporary lease will be developed for June – September.  

 Torpedo Factory Art Center staff will become City employees.  

 Over the summer, Torpedo Factory Board, Torpedo Factory Artists Association and the Art League will work 

with City staff to develop a smooth transition for the next level of service for the Torpedp Factory.  

 

e. Waterfront Commission Liaison: Susan Cohen reported the Waterfront Commission met in the morning (May 17).   

She highlighted the following items: 

 The Hokule'a boat arrived to Alexandria.  Ryan Wojtanowski, Poet Laureate wrote and read a poem for the 

arrival.  

 June 4, 9 am, beginning at Windmill Hill Park will be the annual walk of the Waterfront.  All Arts 

Commissioners were invited to attend.  

 Waterfront Commission is working on developing a governance model for the Waterfront development.  

 7. Art Purchase Award Program: Diane Ruggiero distributed the staff memorandum for the Art Purchase Award program 

(ATTACHMENT # 10).   

a. Overview of Program and Review of Memo – Ms. Ruggiero provided an overview for the City Galleries program 

and highlighted some of the similar art purchase award programs in the region.   

 Ms. Ruggiero recommends the creation of an Art Purchase Award program as a way to grow the City of 

Alexandria’s permanent art collection.   

 Two calls per year will be set out, with a budget of $5,000 for each “call.”  

 One or more works can be selected by the Task Force (up to the specific dollar amount). 

 Artists who live in Alexandria or are represented by one of Alexandria’s commercial arts galleries will be 

eligible for participating in the “call.” 

 Initially, the works will be displayed on the 2 and 3 floors of City Hall.  

 As program develops, other City facilities will be considered for exhibiting of the collection. 

 Funding is identified through the City’s arts donation account.    

 

a. Motion on Memo – Motion was made to approve the staff recommendation for the Arts Purchase Award Program 

(MOTION #5). 

8. 2016-2017 Elections:  
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a. Presentation of Slate by Nominating Committee – Catherine Ahern and Michael Detomo stated the slate is not 

fully ready, however, Matthew Stensrud is interested in serving as chair; and Allison Nance is interested in serving 

as 1
st
 vice chair; and Amber Gordon is interested in serving as 2

nd
 vice chair.  An individual to serve as secretary 

has not yet been identified. Points discussed: 

 Secretary position on the Arts Commission is mandated by the City’s Arts Commission ordinance. 

 The 2
nd

 vice chair position although not mandated by the ordinance, was developed to add an additional 

member on the executive committee who could act as Chair, should the Chair and 1
st
 Vice Chair not be 

available.  

 It might be beneficial to develop job descriptions for the chair, vice chairs, and secretary positions.    

 If members are interested, it is possible to have two individuals serve for six months each. 

 If no one volunteers to serve as secretary, it is the responsibility of the chair to appoint a secretary.  

 Currently Office of the Arts’ staff prepares a meeting summary, and the secretary reviews, edits and modifies 

them for presentation, review and approval by the members of the Arts Commission.  

 New secretary can work with Office of the Arts staff to revise the format of the minutes.  

 The election of officers will take place at the June 21 meeting.   

 Nominations for all of the officer positions will also be taken from the floor at the June 21 meeting.    

9. Unity Public Art Application:  

Diane Ruggiero reported that Nancy Belmont submitted an application for the Unity Public Art project (per the Public 

Art Implementation Plan). City staff is reviewing the request.  Components of the Unity Public Art Application 

include: 

 A circular arrangement of 32 poles in a large field.  

 Each pole is labeled with an identifier.  For example, “I’m a parent,” “I speak English as a Second 

Language,” “I identify as LGBTQ.”  

 With yarn, participants tie to each pole with which they identify.  

 A canopy of interconnectedness forms as more people participate. 

 The intention of the piece is to see that we are all connected by something.  

 This project celebrates the uniqueness of individuals and raises awareness of how labels impact our 

perception of and interactions with the world. 

 Nancy Belmont believes that UNITY can change the tone of our national conversation.  

 Ms. Belmont is the CEO and Chief Inspiration Officer at Vessence Corporation. In May 2015 she launched 

the Courage Wall as a way to raise awareness of the fears that hold us back from living big, bold authentic 

lives. The Courage Wall and UNITY are both projects that fall under her #WeLiveBig initiative to promote 

human flourishing. 

 A pilot Unity project will be held in on private property in Del Ray from June 2, 6 pm (First Thursday) 

through June 12 at the 2200 block of Mt. Vernon Avenue.  

The internal review involves multiple departments and divisions and will take time. The project is proposed for one of 

the Waterfront Parks.  Initial review has noted that there are irrigation systems within all of the public parks.  If placed 

in a public park, there are City permits which will need to be filed: Special Events permit and building 

permit/structural permit.  If the project passes staff review it will then be brought to the Arts Commission. 

10. Office of the Arts Staff Report: Diane Ruggiero distributed copies of the Division report (ATTACHMENT # 11).  

Ms. Ruggiero highlighted the Community Supported Arts program that will be launched on Tuesday, June 7 from 7 

pm-9 pm, at Virtue Feed and Grain.  Six artists are selected and will be paid $1,500 each to create 50 original pieces of 

art.  Individuals will be invited to purchase shared to obtain 6 pieces of original art. The launch event is free; however, 

reservations will be required.  

12. Good of the Order – Announcements 

 Matthew Stensrud was a judge for the Earth Day “Fashion Trashion” event.  

 “Alexandria – gospelFEST” will be held at the Durant Arts Center on May 20 & 21 (ATTACHMENT # 12).  

 First Friday: “Family Art Night” will be held at the Durant Arts Center on Friday June 3 from 6 pm – 8:30 pm 

(ATTACHMENT # 13). 

 The last Durant Arts Center “Bagels and Bach” concert will be held on Sunday, June 5 from 11 am – 1 pm 
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(ATTACHMENT # 14). 

13. Adjournment Matthew Stensrud mentioned that all items were addressed from the meeting’s agenda, so the meeting 

adjourned at 9:35 pm. 

New Action Items      Responsible          Due Date 
1. Defer Approval of the April 19 Minutes of the Arts 

Commission Meeting. 

Matthew Stensrud, Amber Gordon 

and Arts Commissioners 

June 21 meeting  

Other Notes & Information 
1. Youth Arts Festival factsheet 

2. Youth Arts Festival - Overview/Timeline/Deadlines 

3. Youth Arts Festival Postcard 

4. Fitzgerald Interim Square Presentation 

5. List of City Boards and Commissions 

6. Lake Cook - Stormwater Retrofit Project Staff Memorandum  

7. Lake Cook - Café Final Artists Applications 

8. Lake Cook - Final Artist Resumes 

9. Lake Cook - Letters of Interests from Final Artists 

10. Staff Memorandum for the Art Purchase Award Program   

11. Office of the Arts Division Report 

12. “Alexandria – gospelFEST” Flyer  

13. First Friday: “Family Art Night” Flyer  

14. “Bagels and Bach” Concert Flyer  

Submitted by: Cheryl Anne Colton Draft Notes Sent to 

Secretary 

05-31-16 

Reviewed by: Susan Amber Gordon Draft Minutes Sent to 

Commissioners 

06-19-16 

Approved by: Alexandria Commission for the Arts Approved of Minutes 06-21-16 
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Motion Tracker 
 

 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 
1. Agenda Item:  #4, Approval of Minutes, a. March 15 Regular Meeting  

 
Motion: To defer approval of the March 15, 2016 minutes to the May 
meeting.    
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes. 

Kate Elkins Shirley Downs Yes –Unanimously Approved 
(13 members voting, Michael 
Detomo had not arrived yet, 
he arrived at 8 pm) 
  
No – 0 
 
Abstain – 0  

2. Agenda Item: #6, FY 2017 Grants, c. Motions on FY 2017 Grants  
 
Motion: To approve staff memorandum and Grants Committee 
recommendation Option E. for FY2017 Grant Funding.   
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Allison Nance Amber Gordon Yes – 5 
  
No – 6 
 
Abstain – 1 
(12 people voting.   Michelle 
Kozlak, Arts on the Horizon 
and Michael Detomo, 
Torpedo Factory Art Center 
recused themselves from 
discussion and voting).  
 MOTION FAILED 
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 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 

3. Agenda Item:  #6, FY 2017 Grants, c. Motions on FY 2017 Grants   
 
Motion: To approve the staff memorandum with one revision, to 
replace Option E. with Option C.  
 
Discussion: After additional discussion about the funding options, 
and before the vote was taken on this motion, it was recommended 
by the chair that this motion read that the Arts Commission approve 
the staff memorandum Fiscal Year 2017 recommendation option #E 
for funding. 
 
Amendment to the Motion: To amend the motion from Option C. to 
Option E. 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised Motion: To approve staff memorandum and Grants 
Committee recommendation Option E. for FY2017 Grant Funding.   
 

Catherine Ahern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amber Gordon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amber Gordon 
 

Allison Nance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beth Coast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beth Coast 

Yes –  
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes –  11 
  
No – 0 
 
Abstain – 1 
(12 people voting) 
 
 
Yes – 8 
  
No –  3 
 
Abstain – 1 
(12 people voting) 

4. Agenda Item:  #7, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Report, New 
item a. Arts Education Report.  
 
Motion: To approve the Arts Commission to send in a letter of 
support to the Alexandria City School Board for the inclusion of an 
auditorium in the design of the new Patrick Henry School.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Kate Elkins Beth Coast Yes – Unanimously Approved 
(14 members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
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5. Agenda Item:  #7, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Report, item 
b. Time and Place Task Force, i. Motion on Program Plan   
 
Motion: To approve the Time and Place Program Plan to move 
forward using Gadsby Tavern as the location and removing the 
Staber-Leadbeater Apothecary as one of the pilot sites.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Kate Elkins Allison Nance Yes – Unanimously Approved 
(14 members voting) 
 
No –    
 
Abstain  
 

6. Agenda Item:  #7, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Report, item c. 
Traffic Boxes Task Force, i. Motion on Artist Selection. 
 
Motion: To approve the Traffic Boxes Task Force Memorandum for 
the Selection of the Artists.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Betsy Hennigan Cara Frey Yes – Unanimously Approved 
(14 members voting) 
 
No –    
 
Abstain  

 

7. Agenda Item:  #8, Duke Street Tunnel Task Force, a. Motion to 
Appoint Commission Members 
 
Motion: To appoint Betsy Hennigan and Gayle Converse to the Duke 
Street Tunnel Task Force.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Amber Gordon Susan Cohen Yes – Unanimously Approved 
(14 members voting) 
 
No –    
 
Abstain  
 

8. Agenda Item:  #9, 2016-2017 Elections, b. Motion to Appoint 
Nominating Committee 
 
Motion: To appoint Michael Detomo, Michelle Kozlak and Catherine 
Ahern to the Nominating Committee.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Betsy Hennigan Beth Coast Yes – Unanimously Approved 
(14 members voting) 
 
No –    
 
Abstain  
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Action Items 
 

 Action Item Responsible Due Date Status 
1. Dates, agendas and locations for Arts Commission monthly and Committee meetings. 

 

 

Chair of Arts 
Commission and 
Chairs of 
Committees 

Required 3 
business days 
prior to 
meetings 

Ongoing 

2. Continue conversations with the Arts Forum, the Arts Commission and the Office of the 
Arts as the Fiscal Year 2017 budget is prepared. 

Matthew 
Stensrud and 
Arts Commission 

Ongoing Ongoing  

3. Assignments for securing locations were made:  
Pending confirmation of locations: May – Shirley Downs; June – Betsy Hennigan.   
Booked locations: April – City Council Work Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall.   

As noted Minimum of 
Two weeks 
before monthly 
meeting 
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