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Focus

The park, as the subject of this renovation, is bounded by the 
chain link tennis courts on the east; the “Big Simpson” chain link 
fence at the south; East Duncan Avenue at the north; and the 
western edge of the existing concrete walkway at the west.   It 
encompasses the existing playground, passive lawn, and several 
large shade trees. 
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What do you like about the Park? What do you do in the Park?

from these responses that Simpson has the feel of a neighborhood park while offering citywide amenitie s.  People go to this park to see and be with other people, whether it is by interaction s  between parents and kids in the playground or watching a baseball game. The one exception  is the garden, which park users enjoy visiting  for its serene setting .  These type of park uses exemplify a vibrant urban park that weaves together, recreation ,  community, and nature in a compact open space.
There are some consistent themes throughout the three methods of community feedback. These include: 

The survey and both workshops indicated that a parking management strategy is needed to determine how to control parking during heavy use of the soccer fiel ds .  From the users 

perspective, there needs to be easier access to the fiel ds  from parking spaces, yet from the neighborhood point of view, park users should be limited from parking on residential  s treets.Access and Circulation  The community feedback clearly shows the need for improved pathways and entrances to the Park. Currently, park users enter where convenient, such as from Monroe Avenue, rather than where there are formalized paths. These informal entrances have become dangerous and caused erosion. Pathways that better connect park facilitie

s

 and user patterns would create a more cohesive site.

The dog park is highly active, year-round and facilitates a strong community among dog owners. Many dog park users feel that the facility lacks amenities  such as shade, lighting , new surfacing, and seating .  

As shown in the survey results, the playground is a priority for Park improvements. As suggested, a playground renovation  should include rubberized surface, areas for ages over five, and more shade. The design could also be better connected to passive use areas, making it family friendly for multipl e ag e groups.
Passive Community SpaceSimpson Park has many facilities  to support organized activ ity for specific user groups. It lacks, however, a welcoming space to throw a frisbee, gather for a picnic, or let kids just “run around.” While the Park is compact, better circulation  could help carve out open areas for unorganized passive use.  Additio

n
al ly , the fiel ds  may be opened on occasion for monitored use without a permit.
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Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on March 20, 2014 with adjustments outlined in endorsement letter
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Charge for this Project
• Renovate Simpson Park’s open space to 

accommodate multiple passive uses and to help to 
balance the type of activities to establish open play 
uses and casual gathering areas

• Renovate the playground for ages 2-12, add more 
shade 

• Connect passive use areas

• Make Simpson Park family-friendly for multiple-age 
groups.
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Collaboration with an Artist
• City’s Office of the Arts hired an artist team to 

integrate public art into the site

• Public art is part of the overall design
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Schedule
NEED TO CONFIRM AND THEN JUST SHARE HIGHLIGHTS

Task Item Month(s) Notes/Milestones
Task A Park Design-Overview
Task B Project Development Tasks

Site Inventory Analysis March/April
Park Programming March
Maintenance and Operations April/May On-site meeting/tour
Concept Design April/May/June
Construction Documents August-October
Construction Administration Spring 2017

Task C Public Input and Meetings
Kick-off Meeting March Focus group meetings
Concept Alternatives May 25th, 2016 Public meeting
Preferred Concept Sept 8th, 7 PM Public meeting
Commission for the Arts and Park and Recreation Commission June 23rd/Sept 15th
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Three Concept Designs
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Community Meeting 
May 25, 2016
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Site Analysis
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Inspiration Board
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Online Survey – Concept Design
May 25th – June 15th
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Concept 2 was the 
overall preferred option, 

but with revision.



Public Art
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Halpatiokee State Park, FL
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Next Steps
• Public meeting with revised, preferred concept –

September 8th, 2016, 7 PM at Mount Vernon Rec 
Center

• Arts Commission

• Park and Recreation Commission –
September 15th, 2016


