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 MASTER
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“BIG SIMPSON"
BASEBALL FIELD

The park, as the subject of this renovation, is bounded by the
chain link tennis courts on the east; the “Big Simpson” chain link
fence at the south; East Duncan Avenue at the north; and the
western edge of the existing concrete walkway at the west. |t
encompasses the existing playground, passive lawn, and several
large shade trees.




Improvem

What do you like about the Park?

ent Plan 2014

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on March 20, 2014 with adjustments outlined in endorsement lett

What do you do in the Park?

Location |
Athletic fields |
Dog area i
Multi-Use Character |

City of Alexandria, Virginia
% Hecreation, Parks, and Cultural Activities
¥ Park Planning, Design & Capital Development

These include:

Parking

The survey and both workshops indicated that
a parking management strategy is needed
to determine how to control parking during
heavy use of the socter fied. From the users

CITYWIDE PARKS

Improvement Plan 2014

Dog Park

The dog park is highly active, year-round and
facilitates a strong community among dog
owners. Many dog park users feel that the
facility $acks amenitie such as shade, lightin ,
new surfacing, agd seatin.

Simpson StadiumPar k

Playground

As shown in the survey results, the playground
is a priority for Park improvements. As
suggested, a playground renowatio should
include rubberized surface, areas for ages over
five, and more shade. The design could also be
better connected to passive use areas, making
it family friendly for multipe & e groups.

Passive Community Space

Simpson Park has many facilitie to suppoit
organized activty for specific user groups. It
lacks, however, a welcoming space to throw a
frisbee, gather for a picnic, or let kids just “run
around.” While the Park is compact,nbetter
circulatio could help carve out open areas for
unorganized passive use. Additioal ly, thelfied
may be opened on occasion for monitored use
without a permit.




Charge for this Project

Renovate Simpson Park’s open space to
accommodate multiple passive uses and to help to
balance the type of activities to establish open play
uses and casual gathering areas

Renovate the playground for ages 2-12, add more
shade

Connect passive use areas

Make Simpson Park family-friendly for multiple-age
groups.




Collaboration with an Artist

« City’s Office of the Arts hired an artist team to
iIntegrate public art into the site

* Public art is part of the overall design




Task _litem | Wonth(s) _|Notes/Milestones

Task A

Task B

Task C

Schedule

Park Design-Overview
Project Development Tasks

Site Inventory Analysis

Park Programming
Maintenance and Operations
Concept Design

Construction Documents
Construction Administration

Public Input and Meetings
Kick-off Meeting

Concept Alternatives

Preferred Concept

Commission for the Arts and Park
and Recreation Commission

March/April
March
April/May
April/May/June
August-October
Spring 2017

March

May 25t 2016
Sept 8, 7 PM

June 23"/Sept
15th

On-site meeting/tour

Focus group meetings

Public meeting

Public meeting




EXISTING

CONCEPT 1

CONCEPT 2

FROM EAST DLINC:

CONCEPT 3
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SIMPSON PARK PLAYGROUND + PASSIVE LAWN RENOVATION

CONCEPT SECTION-ELEVATIONS

DRAFT MAY 2016
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Community Meeting
May 25, 2016




Site Analysis

PLAYGROUND PASSIVE SPACE FENCE + BOUNDARIES TREES TOPOGRAPHY + GRADING STREET FRONTAGE CIRCULATION + CONNECTIMITY

SEATING + OTHER AMENITIES

MAINTENANCE + OPERATIONS

UTILITIES
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SIMPSON PARK PLAYGROUND + PASSIVE LAWN RENOVATION: EXISTING CONDITIONS, ANALYSIS + OPPORTUNITIES DRAFT 5/23/16




Inspiration Board

SIMPSON PARK PLAYGROUND + PASSIVE LAWN RENOVATION

INSPIRATION BOARD DRAFT 5/18/16




Online Survey - Concept Design
May 25t - June 15t

Simpson Playground anc X '\ [ll] Simpson Park Renavation X

a201.11537815

! Apps  Free Cutouts of Plant: (] SimpsonParkPlaygrol (] WatkinsRegionalPark (] P-287 [ CADTools [ JennieDean

C' [ data.surveygizmo.com/r/118293_5745¢

community equipment

backyard
swing

slide ®"

SWINES

jungle

slides

38 Total Responses | Show Responses»

10. When you think of public art in a park, what comes to mind?

10.0% : Other - Write In i 5.0%: Entrance Sculptures

15.0% : Kinetic play

" 50.0%: Climbable Sculptures

20.0%: Art that can be used as seating




Concept 2 was the
overall preferred option,
but with revision.

Proposed shade tree
Maintenance access

Existing shade tree Picnic area

Low berm and terraced seat walls

Shrub buffer ornamental
n Ave oY g
Ent | g [y
ntrance plaza Picnic table X
Stroller + bike
Seat walls with gate |
; & J Tennis
Existing 4" concrete — a1 =% 3 > A Ty ; Open Grass
walkway 2 . -
Standard + Natural Play balan
e sensory elements
Shade tree : . SN

Water fountain/pump
or focal point feature

g o

- - # ol Planting bed
0 + climbing st(uetf:reg’ WioE walll 1 With siisting
Fence or boundary— 4§ * slide R Seat walls bald cypress

stepping stone edge o P oo, g TN Big Simpson

YMCA Master Gardeners'
parking Garden

- «== == Fence or boundary @ e~

@ Existing Shade Tree

SIMPSON PARK PLAYGROUND + PASSIVE LAWN RENOVATION : CONCEPT 2 Q Proposed Shade Tree
DRAFT MAY 2016




Public Art

Halpatiokee State Park, FL




Next Steps

« Public meeting with revised, preferred concept —
September 8, 2016, 7 PM at Mount Vernon Rec

Center
e Arts Commission

 Park and Recreation Commission —
September 15", 2016




