DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
P.O. Box 178 - City Hall
Alexandria, Virginia 22313
alexandriava.gov

Engineering & Design Division February 9, 2011
703-746-4045

«AddressBlock»
RE: Your property at kKADDRESS»
Dear Property Owner:

The purpose of thisletter isto inform you that the parcel identified at the top of this letter will soon be
located in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), and shown as Zone A or AE on the latest Federa
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM).

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued their final flood elevation
determination for the latest maps on December 16, 2010. The new maps will become effective June
16, 2011.

An informational public meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 239 2011 at
7:00pm at the Durant Center, 1605 Cameron St., Rooms 3 and 4, Alexandria,

VA 22314. City of Alexandria staff and other agency r epresentatives will give a brief
presentation and will be available to answer questions about the maps and their impact on residents.
Topicsto be covered include:

» Federally Mandated Flood | nsurance Purchase Requirements and Becoming
“Grandfathered”

» City and FEMA Floodplain Regulations Related to Construction Permits for New
Construction and/or Major I mprovements

» What to do if you believe your Property or Building should NOT bein the Floodplain

If you have further questions about the public meeting or the flood maps, you may contact the Engineering
and Design Division at 703-746-4045. Additiona information on Floodplain Mapping and Insuranceis
enclosed.

Sincerely,

G

Emily A. Baker, P.E.
City Engineer

Enclosures

Entering SFHA Letter



Answersto Questionson FEMA’s Floodplain Mapping

How will these changes affect me?

FEMA definesthe A and AE Flood Zones as areas inundated by the 1%-chance annual flood. If
you have a mortgage from a federally-regulated lender and the building(s) on this parcel are
within the SFHA, then by federal law, your lender must require you to carry flood insurance
when these flood maps become effective. Flood insurance is available through the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), afederally underwritten program provided by nearly 100
insurance companies and written through licensed insurance agents. Contact your insurance
agent to learn about lower -cost “ grandfathering” options offered by the NFIP for
properties being mapped into higher-risk areasfor thefirst time. If you purchase your
flood insurance policy befor e the effective date of June 16, 2011, you will be eligible for a
mor e favor able premium.

Floodplain mapping isn't perfect.

If you feel your property or your building(s) are physically out of the floodplain, FEMA provides
an opportunity for you to have the insurance requirement waived by applying for a Letter of Map
Amendment (LOMA) that lenders/underwriters accept, at:

http://lwww.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/fmc_loma.shtm

What if | don’t have a Mortgage?

If you do not have amortgage, it is still recommended that you purchase flood insurance.
According to FEMA, over the life of a 30-year loan, there is about a three times greater chance
of having aflood in your home than having afire. And most homeowner insurance policies do
not provide coverage for damage due to flooding. For more information on flood insurance, visit
the National Flood Insurance Program’ s website, www.floodsmart.gov.

Why are these Flood Maps created?

These flood hazard maps are important tools used in the effort to protect lives and propertiesin
Alexandria. By showing the extent to which areas of the city and individual properties are at risk
for flooding, the flood maps help business owners and residents make more informed decisions
about personal safety and financially protecting their property. These maps aso allow
community planners, local officials, engineers, builders and others to make determinations about
where and how new structures and developments should be built.

When do the maps become effective?

FEMA issued a Letter of Final Determination on December 16, 2010. On or before June 16,
2011, an ordinance incorporating the new Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map will be adopted by
the City Council. The maps will then become effective, as will any new flood insurance
requirements, on June 16, 2011. However, please be aware that starting immediately these flood
hazard maps will be used in helping to determine requirements for construction and

devel opment.

Where can | find more information?

Digital copies of the new maps are available at http://www.alexandriava.gov/FloodMap and soon
at Floodsmart.gov. Paper copies of the maps will also be available soon at the City’smain
libraries.




